Selective management of penetrating neck wounds.
Of 67 patients with penetrating neck wounds admitted to the hospital between 1969 and 1979, 22 (32.8%) were taken to the operating room and 14 (63.6%) were found to have major structural damage. Three patients died (4.4%), all as a direct result of their associated head injuries and none as a result of their neck wounds, regardless of management. Five patients (7.4%) had complications. The average hospital stay for patients undergoing surgery was 4.9 days; for those observed with multiple injuries, 4.6 days; and for those observed with isolated neck wounds, 2.4 days. Indications for selective exploration are presented.